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Immunizations are important for people to get and to keep up-to-date on to prevent disease. Some people believe that once their child has begun school they no longer need to be immunized. This is incorrect. Your child needs to be immunized from birth up until they are nineteen years old and then some boosters are needed into adulthood. Some diseases are worse for teenagers and adults if they get sick which is why it is important to immunize your children with all the proper shots.  The recommendations for immunizations may vary depending on different factors so it is important to talk with your doctor to find out what immunizations your child should receive. 
The first immunization your child should receive is at birth, which is the HepB (hepatitis B). This is the start of a series your child will receive. After receiving the HepB shot your child should/will receive immunizations for: 
· rotavirus (RV)
· diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (DTaP)
· haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) 
· pneumococcal (PCV)
· inactivated poliovirus (IPV)
· influenza
· measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)
· varicella

· hepatitis A (heap)
· meningococcal (MCV) 
All of these immunizations are given in a series of shots, ranging from two to four shots. The series of shots will continue up until the child is six years old.
Once your child reaches six years old, this doesn’t mean they don’t need to be immunized. There are still shots they should get to be protected from disease. At age eleven the next series of shots should begin. The shots they need to get are:
· tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (Tdap) booster

· meningococcal vaccine (MCV4) 
· human papillomavirus vaccine (HPV) 
If your child didn’t receive all of the vaccines for: hepatitits b, polio, measles-mumps-rubella, and varicella; they should receive these also at this time. 
You as a parent should make sure that you are aware of what vaccines your child needs to receive and stay up-to-date on them. This will help your child from getting sick. 

For more information on immunizations visit: 

http://www.UtahCountyHealth.org/immunizations

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/schedules/teen-schedule.htm 

http://health.utah.gov/immu/public/sched_school_edreq.htm
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