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Seasonal Tips for Protecting Our
Waterways in Winter

Winter is certainly here, and with it comes
road salts, piles of snow and uninvited house
guests (the furry kind). By making smart
decisions while battling winter, we can
prevent additional stormwater pollution. Why
not do your part this winter season to protect
our streams from unnecessary stormwater
pollution?

Dispose of shoveled show in
vegetated areas.

The more water can be absorbed by plants or
sink into the ground, the less water will run
off, carrying pollutants into streams.

Use safe and effective alternatives to
salt for ice, and follow the application
rate on the label.

Salt is damaging to plants, animals, concrete
and water quality. Instead of focusing on
melting the snow on your driveway, use sand
to help gain traction or a salt-free de-icer.
Use natural and non-toxic alternatives
to chemical pesticides, and reduce
indoor and outdoor chemical use.
Boric acid is a low-toxicity mineral that is
highly effective over time, and bait boxes are
another great alternative. There are also many
herbal pest deterrents; for example, mint
detracts mice.

Salt piles should always be stored
under a roof.

Have a safe and happy winter, and thank you for
keeping the health of the watershed in mind.

Your efforts can make a difference!
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